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COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE IKE SKELTON, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable IKE SKEL-
TON, Member of Congress:

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, September 13, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to Rule
VIII of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, I write to notify you formally that I
have been served with a subpoena. The sub-
poena was issued in the U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of California in re-
lation to ongoing prosecutions related to
former Congressman Randy “Duke”’
Cunningham and requests my testimony as a
potential witness and the production of doc-
uments.

After consultation with counsel, I have de-
termined that compliance with the subpoena
may be inconsistent with the precedents and
privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
IKE SKELTON,
Chairman.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE JERRY WELLER, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JERRY
WELLER, Member of Congress:

SEPTEMBER 12, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI
Speaker, House of Representatives
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena, issued in
the U.S. District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of California, for testimony in a crimi-
nal case.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is inconsistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
JERRY WELLER,
Member of Congress.

————

IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
am so happy to have the opportunity
and the honor to rise this evening to
lead the Special Order of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus. We are going to
be talking about Iraq.

I want to recognize first for comment
the Chair of the Congressional Black
Caucus, my colleague and good friend,
the gentlelady from Detroit, Michigan,
Congresswoman CAROLYN KILPATRICK,
and to thank her for her leadership of
her wonderful caucus.

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
Members of the Congress and Ameri-
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cans across the world, thank you.
Thank you very much, Congresswoman
Madam Chair STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES,
for accepting the responsibility for
leading the Special Order. Thank you
very much.

We need a new direction in America.
We need a plan, one we never had 4
years, 5 months ago as this country
struck a sovereign nation, Iraq. We
need a plan. I would say a new plan,
but we never had an old plan. So a plan
is what this country must have. Presi-
dent Bush wants the same ‘‘no plan’ to
go forward. It is time for change: over
3,800 Americans dead, over 28,000 Amer-
icans wounded in battle. Members of
the Congressional Black Caucus, 43
members from 21 States, we represent
over 40 million Americans. And to a
person, all over our districts, they
want a change. They want a new direc-
tion with this war in Iraq. Eighteen of
our members represent less than 50 per-
cent African Americans. Several of our
members represent less than 15 percent
African American. We represent the
American people, almost 300 million in
our country, 40 million represented by
the members of our caucus. We rep-
resent Latino Americans, Native Amer-
icans, Asian Americans, FEuropean
Americans, Indian Americans, and Af-
rican Americans. The entire multi-eth-
nic society are represented by members
of the Congressional Black Caucus.

So when we start our Special Order
tonight to talk about the war in Iraq,
a war we never should have fought, a
war that has lasted longer than World
War I, World War II, the Civil War, and
the war continues, you might remem-
ber, America, last spring they were all
saying wait until September. We sent a
bill with benchmarks to the Senate, to
the House, passed the House, went to
the Senate. The President vetoed it.
We sent him another one. They say,
okay, we won’t do another one; we will
wait until September. Well, now Gen-
eral Petraeus is saying not September
2007; let’s now give them until March
2008. No new plan.

They are going to ask for $200 billion
in the next several weeks. Already
have spent $565.4 trillion of your tax
dollars on a war we never should have
fought.

America wants a change; we want a
new direction, Mr. President. We want
to bring our troops home in the most
orderly possible plan that we can put
together. And I hope and the American
people hope this administration as well
as our military leaders will come up
with a plan. It is your responsibility to
do that.

We support our troops. We support
the veterans all over this country as
well as those veterans who are fighting
this war. The mental health needs that
our country will have as a result of
this war, we yet do not know. There
will be significant needs for mental
health services. This supplemental has
very little money that is coming
through. And this is a supplemental
that we spent this year, 2007 and 2008.
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Understanding, again, we have already
spent $565.4 trillion. Repeat that: $565
trillion in this war.

We must bring our troops home. We
must have a new direction. And as
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus, we will say it over and over
again: set a plan in motion. Change di-
rection for our country.

Benchmarks. You heard also, bench-
marks. What about these benchmarks
that Congress, the President, and
President Maliki put together earlier
this year? It is really between Presi-
dent Bush’s administration and the ad-
ministration in Iraq, 18 benchmarks
that they said they would meet by Sep-
tember. The General Accounting Office
reported to this Congress last week
they have met three of them. They are
not sustaining their own government.
They go on vacation, and they want us
to fight their war.

Our people tell us to bring our sol-
diers home. We hear it across the coun-
try, Republicans and Democrats as well
as independents: bring our troops
home. It is unconscionable that this
Congress would consider as an appro-
priator and as a Member of this body as
well as a citizen of this country 200 bil-
lion new dollars for this ill-advised war
in the next several months.

Rise up, America. Thank you for pro-
testing over this last week. Keep the
protests up. If you can’t come to Wash-
ington, have them in your own State,
in your own city. Let us hear your
voices. It is too silent out there. This is
a better country than that.

So as we come to you tonight as
Members of this United States House of
Representatives, 110th Congress, where
there have been 110 African Americans
elected and voting in this Chamber
over these many years, we are proud to
have that responsibility and we will re-
main the conscience of the Congress.
Bring our troops home. End this ill-ad-
vised war. Rebuild America from the
ground up. Our children deserve more.
Our seniors who built this country
need more.

There is no reason why we can’t have
top-quality education, good health cen-
ters, good environment, good infra-
structure, bridges that don’t collapse.
But, you see, you can’t spend $565 tril-
lion of your money in a war that we
should not be fighting and at the same
time invest in America’s future.

So as one of 43 members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, we say to
you, America, become engaged. Speak
out. Ask that we bring our troops
home. Ask for a new plan. Ask for a
change of direction. Our theme for 2007
and 2008 is change course, do something
different. Join. Volunteer. Work for a
better America. Confront the crisis of
the war, of education, of health care, of
infrastructure needs. And then for us
to continue the legacy, not just mem-
bers of the caucus but all Americans,
continue the legacy of people who have
built this country, who have laid down
their lives. And, for us, so many of our
ancestors and forebears who fought the
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